Chemical Context
With many applications found in catalysis (see, for example: Meneghetti & Meneghetti, 2015) or as a result of their biological activities (Sirajuddin et al., 2014) , organotin(IV) complexes are still a widely studied class of compounds. For more than two decades, the Senegalese group has focused research on attempts to obtain new halo-and organotin(IV) compounds, especially compounds with oxalato ligands (Gueye et al., 2010 (Gueye et al., , 2012 (Gueye et al., , 2014 Sarr et al., 2015; Sow et al., 2012 Sow et al., , 2013 .
In this communication we report on the interaction between methyl-2-imidazolium hydrogenoxalate dihydrate and SnCl 2 Á2H 2 O in methanolic solution, which yielded the title compound, (C 4 
Structural commentary
The oxalate anion chelates the [SnCl 3 (H 2 O)] + moiety and completes a distorted octahedral environment around the tin(IV) atom in the anion (Fig. 1) 
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Synthesis and crystallization
Crystals of methyl-2-imidazolium hydrogenoxalate dihydrate (L) were obtained by mixing methyl-2-imidazole with oxalic acid in a 1:1 ratio in water and evaporation of the solvent at The molecular components of the title compound, with atom labels and 50% displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (iii) x; y À 1; z þ 1; (iv) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Figure 2
View approximately around the b axis showing a central complex anion acting as a hydrogen-bond donor toward two other anions and as a hydrogen-bond acceptor of three methyl-2-imidazolium cations.
Figure 3
The 3,5T1 topological network in the structure of the title compound. The purple nodes correspond to the Sn IV atoms while the blue nodes are the centres of the organic cations. 333 K. On allowing (L) to react with SnCl 2 Á2H 2 O in a 1:2 ratio in methanol, crystals of (C 4 H 7 N 2 )
À were obtained after slow solvent evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . H atoms of the water molecules were obtained from a difference map and were refined with an O-H distance of 0.87 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). The other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95 for aromatic and 0.98 Å for methyl groups; N-H = 0.88 Å ) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N) with x = 1.5 for methyl and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. (Bruker, 2014 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2014) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2014 );
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2015a ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015b) ; molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
2-Methyl-1H-imidazol-3-ium aquatrichlorido(oxalato-κ 2
O,O′)stannate(IV)
Crystal data Special details Experimental. X-ray crystallographic data for I were collected from a single-crystal sample, which was mounted on a loop fiber. Data were collected using a Bruker Venture diffractometer equipped with a Photon 100 CMOS Detector, a Helios MX optics and a Kappa goniometer. The crystal-to-detector distance was 4.0 cm, and the data collection was carried out in 1024 x 1024 pixel mode. 
